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2 late Great 


 Shipwrack | 
F AITH: 


Oceaſioned by" a- fearful VVrack 6 
. of Conſcience. "— 


Diſcovered in a 


* 


Pretcbed at_Paxls the firſt day of 7aly, 1655: 


By Das. Cawayey Preacher of the Word, at Greft 
Billing in Northamptonſbire. 


1 Tis: 3.9: 9. Ho laing the myſtery of the Faith ina pare Cin- 
ſ[ciewoe, 


1 Tits. 4. 1, 2., 1. Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſly, that in 
the latter times, ſome ſhall depart from the F aith giving beed 
to ſeducing ſpirits, and unto T0tfines of avvels. | 

2. wxga Tf lies in hypoerifie , having their conſcience ſeared | 
With an hot iron. © 


T ueſday tht third p ya of Fuly 1655. © {| | 

3 © gon that Mr. Daniel Cawary. be deſired from, this. Ci 
Court, to print his Sermon at Pauls che laſt hi day..! | 

Saater.. 


"Lindon Pcinted _ Foſcph Cranford, and are to be ſold ar the Phanix = 
in S* Pauls Church-yard,'16 5 3 *] 
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To the Right Honourable 


CHRISTOP HER PACK. 
Lord Major; 


and to the 
Honourable Court of Aldermen, 


of the Famous City of 
LoNDON. 


—_ ———— 


Eing at your requeZt ( which was to me 
ll title leſle then a command ) prevailed 
Ir | with, 18 tender my ſervice and paines be- 
" fore you at Pauls, I began firſt to thinke, 
7 that this unexpeced Providence of Gods 
had ſome intention for goodto be done; And then ta conſider 
with my ſelf, not what might be moſt pleaſi nSfe cratch 
an itching care, but what DoQtrine might be moſt ſeaſo- 3 Tim. 4: 3+ 
nable 18 1he #1726 and place, and moſt uſefull and profitable- 
for that great Panegyris, or Solemne Afembly, And1 
conld pitch upon nothing, (in ſo ſhort a warring ) that 
might ( as I conceived ) be more beneficiall, then this 
preſent Dilcourle ( vow humoly preſentedto your Eyes, 
as then 198 your Earxes) concerning the (ad, and never e- 
nough lamented Shipwrack of the Faith, among it ma- 
ay profeſſonrs of the Goſgel : my ainre being, if not 10re- 
coverile fallen ( who A dder-like refuſe 16 hear us) 
get, by Gods bleſiing, to prevent the fall of others, And 
iruly, had it not been clearly toreprophefied of theſe laſt 
and wor# Times, that many ſbould depart from the Faith, i Tim, 4. x, 
we ſhould have wondred the more, ts finde this ApoFacie, > Tim-3. 1. 
«fter ſo much light of the Goſpel, ſolong exjojed, and after * 1 
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Tip Epitlc Dedicatory, 


foſeriows and firil# profeſſion of it by many, om 1s 
| ering muckyor it ;"No: only the truely Religioits peo- 

pie of the Land, who flags faft inthiir old Iegritie, do 
wouller at the monſtrous and blaſphemogs Opinions, now 


lately hatched amangt ms, by the power of Hell, and 


Prince sf derkeneſie ( aſſiſted by thoſe Locuſts, the Je- 
ſuites ) that cranle amoneft us ) undgriHt notion of New 
lights; &st thewbole Chriſtian world do fard amazed 
at it : yea ſomereproachard defiae w,2 if Amſterdam, 
( the lateſinke of all Religions ) were now removed into 
England.The ConjeQures of wen, at the cauſes hereef are 
almoſt 4s various, 48 thimfebues. Sevverall Heads ſecke 


.0ut, and have fonnd Several Reaſogs of this Apoſtacie: 


Wewillhearwhat #9 ſa. Se. 

Firſt, Some (-the Prelaciciff Partic ) charge is upon 
the Abandoning of Epiſcopall. Goverment, which with 
#waichfubl.eye, avdſtrict hand, did Sappreſie, and keep 
them under. For that, 1 have theſe things to ſay. 1. They, 


the Þilbops, did indeed ſuppreſs all ſets ( «s they called © 


them) that were oppoſite to their Hierarchiicall Pompe, 


... - And Tyranie, bus tolerated ( yea caumenanced ) many Po- 


piſh Superftitions, aud much Romiſh avd Arminian 
5 ige s  which-xow fore great ones of their own, and 
” preſent SeQtaries, do openly Preach and pub- 
- liſh, Izu obſervable, that many points of Poperic,ond 
Arminianiſme, are mow wented by theſe ſeveral! Setfs x 


I know not, 10 what to impute it, but eitherto the Jeſuites_ 
Sabilttic, whoprofeſie and Att every Sell ; or tothe ſuic- 


ableneſſe of many of thoſe exronrs, to corrupt nature ; 
that even ignorant and nulearned men, fall into them 
wrhent-tpy Teachers ; 4s well a forne Learned Rab- 
bies, Pu, they ppt onfider it. 2. We may truly 
ſay of the B fome of thew, they hatcht and bred 
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The Epiſtle Dedicmory. 


theſe Sets and Hereſier, which we mw Iebour unde 7 
They, by their r1gour, in exaFing Conformity, to peed- 


teſke Ceremonies, -firft dr avemany to Seperation, and 


then to fall from one errour 10 another , which now hew 
themſelves, in this time of Anarchicall Liberty, 3. It is 
indeed want sf Government ſctled in the Church, which 
& the Inlet 10 all theſe errenrs, and Hereſies , Here was 
the begining of onr milery, that ſome were haſty toj ul 
down one Government ,but had no minde to ſer up another , 
aud ſo left the Church, as a Vineyard without hedge or 
Wall, to be trampled down and caten up by all the Beaft's of 
the Forreſt. ER 
Secondly, others impnte it to the charge of thoſe, who 
ff pleaded for Liberty of conſcience, «nd prevailed 
with Authority for conwivence at themſelves ; which they 
#ntending perhaps, o»ly to be indulged to traly tender 
conſciences, ( which owzht tobe regarded ) that doore of 
Liberty being but 4 little opened, th: violence of others 
widened, and kept open the dvr, for the reft t1ruſh in,and 
it corld never acebe me Ns 
Thirdly Others Lay it at the door of that Power, which 

repealed-the Panall Statutes, for not being preſent at 
Church, the place of publique mectinge: which ( ſay 
they) w45 4 Implicittoleration for Relizions. The 
Key hath ſervid ever ſince to open the doores of all the 
conventicles in the Land, where every ſubtle Jeluited 
Set-maſter, hath free Liberty ro went bi own poyſon- 
04s Opinions, and none tocontroll him. Nothing (it i 
thought) hath mire eratified the Pope and hi Jelyites; 
ſince theſe late 5roubles began, thenthat repeal. I wiſh, 
they\ now at their leafure ) may confider the milchicfs 
done ; who had their hands and votes, in that repeal. 
Theſe and ſome others, of the like nature, are the conjeQ- 
A 3 ures 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ures that are' made, concerning the riſe and original, of 
this grand DefeQion from the trmth. Icannot but think, 
theſe, or fome of theſe have aone much towards our pre- Ot 
ſent raiſeries and Church-diſtrations : but I beleeve, - 
there may be found, other cauſes, nearer and more ime- 
diate, in the men themſelves, who have of late, made thi 
Apoſtacie, ths Shipwrack of the Faith * And they are 
theſethree, or one of them, 

I. I2n0rance, in many of our miſled Proſelytes, hath 
[aineten thouſands. Ignorance, I ſay, of the very firſt 
and Fnndamentall yrinciples of Rel1g:on + people were | 
never well catechiſed, or grounded inthetruth, and fo 
carried away with every new winde of Dod#rine, The \ 
common prey of. Seducers, of old were ſilly women, and 
Children, not ſo much for age, 4s diſcretion : Look upon 
the followers of our new Maſters, and they are for the 
woſt part younglings of eith.r Sets, but moſt females, 
who from the begining were moſt capable of SeduQion. 

' There are many of theſe ſj eake with them about the princi- 
ple of therr own Sect or way, andthey are ready and nim. 
ble, 10 diſpute it 5 4s about Intant-baptiſm, «xd the 
Church way &c. But examine then about the points of 
Catechiſm, what Faith s, what Repentance &c. T hey 
cannot give any reaſonable acconnt. I my ſelf have known 
ſome, that were Zealcus Anabaptiſts; and the like, who 
could ſufficiently finde Langnage t0cry down 4Steeple- 
houſe, and Tythes, andraile at the Miniſtry, who were ſo 
{arre from ung. any/ourys as.) of Scripture in piaineſt < 
r rinciples 1/hat they. conld not ſpeake reaſon or Jeaſs, in 
their common diſcourſe. Little do moſt men thinke r know, 
what de'perate ignorance there is t0 be found, in moſt 
ordinary people; No matrvell if Seducers, by good | 
words and fair ſpeeches, ceceive the hearts of the 


imple. E 


The Epiſtle Didicxtory. 


ſimple. Row. 16. 18. 

2. Pride ( if they have go:ten any mare then ordinaty 
knowledge) pride of parts, pridesf gifts, confidence of 
Spirit, nimbvleneſle of fancy, volubility of Ton2n!, & 7 
theſe puſfe up ſelfconceited Novices, w.th (corn an4 arrs- 
gencethat they thinke themſelv.s abler then their Teach- 
ers; 4nd wiſer then 7 m:u,yea 7 Miniſter; th. are able 
#8 render 4 Reaſon for vhat they ſay or dv, Th:ſe youn; 
Lapwings rune away, with the (hell onthiir head ,, and 
forget by whom they hai thiir hatching. -Theje twry 
Teachers4xd Preachers,and ſcorn and arſdain thoſe from 
whom they borrowed their light. Nothing ſs much diſcovers 
41light and a vaine head, and the Levitic and falſs:y of 
their waies, 4s firſt that pride and ſ:orn manifeſted to all 
n16t of their own way;and that railing and reviiing of men, 

far better then themſelves for wiſdome and pietie, Truth 
makes men humble, eſpecially to thoſe ſuppoſed tobe in ex- 
roar all that meerly ont of conſcience : (hewing allmeck-, 
neſs to allmen for we ourſelve; were ſometime fooli!h 
deceived 8&c. Tit. 3.3. But marke S* Peters deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe talſeTeachers, who ſhoa'd bring in damnable 
Hereſies : 2 Pet.2410.12. Preſumptuous aretaey ſelt- 
willed, they are not afraid, to ſpeak cvil of digniries - 
theſe ſpeak evilof chethings they underſtand nor &c, 
That's 4 ſecond; Pride. | 

3- Hyproctiſie; open, or ſecret corruptionof mens 
hearts, anh often betray their heads into errours, This 
the ſubjett of the following Sermon , I mnt not here An- 

ticipate my own diſconrſe.Only let me tell you my owne and 
others obſervation , It is tos well known, that many (7 will 
not ſay, mot ) of them, who have left the old truths, for 
new, and the od waies for others, are ſenſibly grown far 
morelooſe and remiſſe, in the prafticall paris of Religion, 
; | thew: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


then they were, before they departed from us : even ſome 
of thiſe who pretend to the pureſt way of Religion,cud 
ſtricteit way of Charch Government are become more care- 
leſle of themſelves and Fam: lis,in ſecret and private dy- 
nies ,, Men and women that ence aurit not omit, reaCing, 
praying ,cxtechizing their families, now can negleftall - 
Holding it, fome of them, a protanation for to teach theiy 
Clidren, any Carcchiſm,or formeof Prayer ,or to ſpeake of 
Scripture : But generally ( which i obſervable) all the Sefis 
cry down the morality of the Sabbath, make cuery day, 
( that is, no day 4 Sabbath : can make it 4 day of recre- 
ation or eaſe  andneglef the Aſcemblies : moſt of thew 
{ except the Quakers, who cry down pride andtaſhions, 
wpen another Monkiſh defigne )' are a4 faſhionable, in 
their haire and habits, 4s any the moſt vaine and gariſt 4- 
won ſt m ; and call it apart of their Chriſtian Liberty ; 
what may be the cauſe of the fe DeteRions, in oprxziop and 
pratfiſe ? I feare ſome ſecret luſt, or6orruptien of their 
hearts, wh.ch accountedthe former ftritinefs and preciſe- 
neſſe of the way of Religion,their burden ; and now is diſ- 
covered by ſome Dottrines of Liberty. Hence it &, that 
they generally fly and forlake their old Teachers, who know 
their lives, and ronch their luſts ,and ſeek ont ſuch &s preach 
novell ad high ſpeculations, with ſwelling words of 
vanity, wlich never ſtoop ſo low, «s 19 touch theiy pride 
and wantonefſe, Covetouſneſle and worldly minded. 
neſs, &c. But theſe things are —_—_— proſecuted in the 
following Sermon; and I ftare, I have held you too long 
from it, I commend it to jour Honourable peruſal, and to 
;he Bleffing of God, #pou all that ſhall wouchſafe to reade 
"ft: InhimT1Tam * | 
nts = 
for your furtherance is the truth. 


Daniel Cawary, 
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rF1M 1. 19. 
thich ( good Conſcience) ſome having put away concerning the 
Faith bave made ſpipwratk. : 


WA 
Man of God, a Miniſter in {peciall, is COm- 
| i pared to a warfare, toa warrefare, toa Sea 
45 & } fare. To a wayfare, and ſo the Miniſtee is 
— cad a cr, Rom. 2.19. 4 Cid: of the 
bande : To. a Warrefare, and here he is called a Captaine, os 
Leader, Heb.13.17. obey Tots byuuerir; your Leaders; To 2 
Seafare,('in the metaphor of the text ) and then he. may be 


© calledthe Pile: of the ſhip, the Church: The Apoſtle makes 
ule of two-of theſe Metaphors in the former, and this preſent *,Tim-2.s. 


verſe, there he. bids him, 7arre a good warref.are, as a chief 
B Com- 


SATey LAS the life of a Chriſtian man. in generall, (in 1. The coke 
\ (5p of the miſeries of it, ) $o the life ofa rene« 


"4 A late Great Shipwrack of Faith, 


Commander, ( according ta the prophefies Which Went before 
«pon him. ) Here he bids him, as a Ps/or, take heed of a Shipe 
wrack, by the example of others, that have miſcarryed, and 
preſcribes the weanes for both, Holding faith and a good 
; conſcience, EF. 
The exptz. Forthe explicaticn of the words, we ſhall enquire, 
we par Fro T. What is meant here by Faith : Faith is takeneither U6- 
words toFaith, jetively, for the DoGirixe of Faith, quam credimus, which 
taken we do beleeve: or Subjeftively, tor the habit of Faith : and 
that 11. Adively, Qua credimus Deo,whereby we beleeve in 
wh + 9g ' God. 2. Paſfively, Ob quam creditur nobts for which others 
=» qe" believe and truit us, that is, Fidelity , or faithfulneſs ; and 
1.ARively. fo the word ms is taken, Gal.5.22. The fruits of the Spirit, 
2,Paſlively for are Love and Faith; where it is taken , not for juſtifying 
Fidelity. faith, but for fidelity and faithfulneſs-to others. Ir is taken 
herein the firſt nfs , objeftivey for the Deftrine of Faith,or 
Truth of the Goſpel, as the parrallel place manifeſts, 27 ww. 
2.18. ſpeaking of Hymenexs (one of the Apoſtates there) and 
+. pg Philetus, he ſayes, They have erred concerning the Truth, as 
lp. 5. 4. have they are ſaid, To have made ſhipwrack concerning the 
aith, 
2.What is meant by good conſcience: Conſtience is nothing but 
2, Good cor. 4 ,,f24 Att of the ſoul upon it ſelf, applying Science or know- 


_ Wo ledgetoa mans ſelf , and ſo approving or diſproving , aecu- 


1. Of Tran. fing or exculing, The goodneſs of the conſcienceiseither the 


quility. goodneſs of Tranquility , a peaceable :conſcience, or the 
2, Of Integri- goodneſs of integrity, or ſincerity, a practical” conſcience , 
ty. walking according to its knowledge So Paul ſpeaks, A#.23.1. 
1 have in all good conſcience walked before Goa,which 1Tim.3.9. 
AR,24.16, is called, 4 pare conſcience. And by. our Saviour, in the Pa- 
rable of the /#ed, its called a good and an honeſt heart, which 
is expreſſed, by a Religions aud honeft converſation. In this 
ſenſe, it is here taken. js 
3. Holding, 3. What is meant by Helding ; *0", having is the word ; 
er Having. but being of the Preſent Tenſe, itimplies a continued Af,and 
ſois well rendered, by Holding ; firit get it and haveit,- theh 
hold it ;. yea more ſignificantly, Tit, 1. 9. «run , hold 


ing 


— 


—— 


A late Great Shipwrack of Faith. © : ; 3 


—————————  ——— 
——— 


ing faſt the faithful word * according to. dofFrine, &Cc. 

4. The next word is «Twezware: having put aWay ; which 4, py away: 
ſignifies an a&t, not of ignorance or infirmity, but knowing- 
ly and willingly , to refwſe or rejelt the dictates of conſct- 
ence ; repelentes, repelling, or rejecting the verdict of it : 
The fame wordis uſed, 4.7.27, Ofthe man that quarrelled ag. 14.46. 
with doſes, 4mwozro be thruſt him away. It imports a kind Par ic fromyou 
of violence offered to conſcience, by walking contrary to 47»9i9e. 
it. 
5. The laſt word conſiderable is, ivavezouv have made 5: _ ſhip- 
ſhipwrack,; a Metaphor taken ( asI faid ) from farmers or TY 
Seafaring men, who when the Ship is broken or ſunk, loſe the 
HMerchandize therein contained. So that Faith,or the Truth 
of the Goſpel is the Aderchandize ; a good Conſcience is the 
Ship. Faith isthe Fewe/, a good conſcience is the Cabinet ; 
Faith is the Treaſure, a-good conſcience is the Cheſt or Trea- 
ſury. If the Ship, Cabinet, Cheſt miſcarry, the -ferchan- 
dize, Tewel , Treaſure cannot be ſafe. : 

The full ſenſe and /wm, is this, 1f thow- (0 Timothy) wilt ,, The ſum of 
War a good Warfare, or fulfill thy Seafare with comfort and words, - 
commendation , Hold faſt Faith, that is , the Truth of the © 
Goſpel, but eſpecially hold faſt a good conſcience Which rs the 
Ship or Cabmet ; for that being bf , or put aWay, the Faith 
will be loſt inevitably , as the ſad and lamentable example 
of ſome , Himeneus and Alexander doth manifeſt; who having 
put a good conſcience away concerning the Faith, have made 
Shipwrack. | 

The words being thus explained, hold ontunto us, this ob- The Obſerva- 
ſervation, which I ſhall deliver in Chry/oftomes words upon *ionmade good 
the place. A corrupt and a culpable life breeds a corrmpt 31 6 BIG # 
jndgement; an unſound heart makes an unſound head 50 on 
if a man put away a good conſcience , he will ſoon make Ship- ff clock. Aa 
wrack of the Faith. As the conſcience cannot be good , un- 7, (brſ. inle- 
leſs the Faith be pare; ſo the Faith cannot be /afe, unleſs the © 
conſcience be good, ' Without knowledge the minde is not 
good, Prov.19.2. A corrupt judgement, makes a corrupt life 
or conſcience; and a corrupt conſcience, will ſoon icorrupt 
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x- From Scri» 1. \By parallel places of Scriptare , we have the like (ina - 


& TSEQHLUP a) 
Tis aAntergag. 


the Faith which was thus we ſhall make good. 


leſſer degree ) inthis very Chapter, verſ. 5,6, 7. The end 
of the commandment is Love, out of a pure heart , good 
conſciewve , and faith unfained; ov, which (pure heart , 
good conſeitmce, 8c. ) - ſome having ſerved from., have 


turned ts wain jangliugs. The word «ds:y2z7es , Jis a Me- 


raphor taken from Archers, wh9 miſtake their aim , and fo 
miſs the ark, The meaning is, ſome defiring to be r9woNdi74g - 
aw, Doors or teachers of the Law, not levelling or aiming 
at pmwrity of heart, and a good ronſcience, &c. they have be- 
Sun todecline from the 7 74th, being turned to vain janglings. 
What is that > Fables, and endleſs or uſeleſs genealogies, 
which breeds queſtions rather then Godly edifyhey , which as 
by faith, ver/ſ. 4. Theſe vain di/patations , as they take men 
off from prattical Traths, fo they do by little and lirtle cor 


rupt the truth. Tothe like purpoſe, the Apoftle preſcribes 


this asa preſervative of the Faith, hap. 3. 9. to his Deacons, 
Holding the myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience. 
Pare faith , will not abide but in a pure couſcience., as the 
Doves acleanly creature, willnot abide but in a c/ea» houſe. 


And on the centrary, ſee 17.6.5. theſe two go together, 


Men of corrupt minds ( that us conſeitnce ) deſtitute or de- 
prived of the truth. He had ſaid before, verl. 3, If any man 
reach otherwiſe , and. conſenteth not to the wholſome words 
of our Lord Feſns Chriſt , and to the dottrine which # ac- 
cording to godlineſs. In the 4 and 5 verſes, he gives the rea- 
ſon of that corrupting the Faith : partly his prade, Neis-puffed 
up.; partly his ignorance ( acquired perhaps ) he knoweth nc- 
thing, but dotes about queſtions, and partly, yea chiefly., He 
is 4 may of 4 corrupt mind; and therefore juſtly depzived of 
the knowledge of the truth. The very like expreſlion is in 
2 Tim.3.8. ſpeaking of /educers of themſelves and others,that 
lead captive ſimple Women ; he ſhewes the reaſon of both : 
They /edxce others, whom ? ſuch as have /off, or never bad 
2 good conſcience, Simple women laden with ſins , and 
led about with divers Iuſts. They are themſelves ſeduced 
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upon the ſame ground , men of corrupt mindes.; then follows, 
reprobate concerning the faith, edJ:ziuor men that have loſt 
their j#dgement concerning the Truth of the Goſpel. And | 
ver/. 13. he ſayes, Evil men and ſeducers wax worſe and 
worſe ( not onely in life, but alſo in judgement , for ſo it fol- 
lows) deceiving and being deceived. Firſt their /sfe corrupts 1 Tim 6 
their judgement , and their judgement agath corrupts their Sermon ab 
life. Its ftrange to conſider how far a mans judgement may be gain is goali- 
corrupted by a bad con/cierxce and wicked converſation : Take nels , through 
but- one place, P/al. 14.1. The fool hath ſaid in his heart <«Oulnels 
there is no Ged. How comes it to paſs that a man ſhould 
be ſo groſly corrapted in ſo clear a principle> The works of 
God proclaim a God, Row.1.19. That which may be knows of 
God,8&c. How come men to think there is no God ?- the reg- 
ſon follows : Corrupt are they and become abhominable 
5s their deings, &c. This is rendred as areafon, why the 
Prophets and Priefts corrupted the Law of God, Zeph. 3. 4. 
Her Prophets are dight and treacherous perſons ; her Prieſts 
have pollmted the Sanitnary , they bave done violence to 
The Law. More might be added , but theſe may ſuffice for 
inſtances. We ſhall now manifeſt it further. 4 

2. By Reaſons: How comes it to paſs , that the corruption 2. By Reaſons. 
of the heart or life , hath ſuch influence to corrupt the head 
or. judgement in the plain T7athes of the Goſpel > Take . 
theſe. : 
1. Sinful luſts. (allowed and livedin) hinder ſpiritual light 1, Sinful lugs 
and faving knowledge. LZaftsare like /cales upon the eyes, binder (piriru- 
likea webb or catara# (as they call it) that covers the ſight 2! lighr. 
of the eye of the ſoul : And therefore the Apoſtle makes re- _ | 
pentance (which is the removal of thoſe luſts) the way to fa- 
' ving knowledge, 2 Tim. 2.25. If at any time God will © 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth. 
It was well faid of a Divine of vurs , that Repemtance 44 
the Miniſters beft Comment upon hu text , and the hearers 
' beſt Comment upon the Sermon. Se 2 Cor. 3. 16. ſpeaking 
of the ZeWws, when their heart faall be twrned tothe Lord by 


true repentance ) the vail of ignorance and blindneſs ) ſpall be 
taken \. 
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taken away. Henceare thoſe promiſes of knowledge made 

to the Godly, P/al.25.14. The ſecret of the Lord, is with them 

that fear him, and he will fhew them his Covenant : and be- 

fore that, ver/.9. The meck will _ in judgement, and 

the meek Will he teach his Way. And verſe 12. what min u« 

: he that feareth the Lord * him ſhall he teach in the Way 
that he ſhall chogſe. $0 Solomon, Ecclel. 2. 26. To him that 

5 good in his ſight , God gg wiſdim and knowledge. 

See Joh, 8.31, And our Saviour himſelf, 70h. 7. 17. 1f any man Will do his 
3 will , he ſhall knoW of the dottrine , Whether it be of God, or 
"Whither I ſpeak, of my ſelf. If a man reſolve to hold the 

Rom.1.18, fruth wnrighteouſneſs , not letting it break out in his 
2 Tim, 2.6,7. praCice,God will not do that man the honor to let him know 
the truth : we our ſelves would not impart our skill to ſuch 

Schollars, as we know, would not make uſe of it. It was ( as 

Chryſoftome well obſerves ) a ſtrange thing, that David fo 

U3Z x e984- wile a man, and a Prophet, ſhould go about to hide this ſin , 
Tis 2, Lnfowie not onely from men, but prehaps from God: too : He gives 


"wb ug * __ . 
on $row Ro reaſon of it, Though he -was a Prophet , yet luſt had 


4 Fodg inded his eyes , and darkned his underſtanding : That's the 
P3g+09 firſt 


2, They put 2, Sinful lufts, put out natural and artificial light. All ſin 
_ _ is of an infatuating and darkening nature, it either finds or 
m1 rh makes men fools. It is not for nothing that inxers are fo of- 
"F | ten called fools , and fin folly, by Solomen, and others; or 
that fins are called by the name of #gnorances, Heb. g. 4. 

ed yvoiuare the errors Or ignorances of the people. They are 

mutual cax/es one of another ; many (it not moſt ) fs are 

cauſed from ignorance, Father forgive them, they know 

not What they do, and much ignorance # procured from 

7 fin. If men were not fooliſh , they would never venture to 
= futtu '.. fin: andif ſome did not fin ſo much , they ſhould be wer 
enim ſaperet then they are : No man ( /apes Salvian ) © evil but a fool , 
bonus eſſe for 5f be Were wiſe, he would be good. Sins are called dark- 
mallet, dalv. weſs, arid works of darkneſs, becauſe as rhey proceed 
from , ſo they end in-darkye/s , inward darkneſs -of the 

mind, and outter darkneſs of death and hell, without re- 


pentance, 
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pentance. As the crude and ce/d darkneſs of the night 
thickens the clouds and thoſe clouds; thickned, increaſe the 
darkneſs of the night : So the ignorance of men , caſts them 
into /s, andthoſe luſts blind their reaſon and judgement : 
See it in the Gentiles, Rom. 1. 21,22. Becauſe When they 
knew God , they glorified bim not as God , neither 
Were thankful ; they became wain in their imaginations , 
and their fooliſh heart Was darkened , profeſſing them- 
ſelves to be wiſe, they became feols , Groſle fools a- 
Sainſt the very light of nature, as appears in the next verſe. 
They changed the glory of God the incorruptible  ;uto 
an image made like corruptible man, and to birds and four 
footed beaſts anda creeping things, So the Apoſtle of 
ſome others, Eph. 4.18. Having their underſtanding darken- 
ed; How? da Tir mwiwnv; by the hardneſs of their hearts : 
An hard and callous humor grow over their eyes by cuftow- 
ary ſinning, as it follows ; Being paſt feeling , they gave 
themſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſ; 
with greedineſs. Our own experience may afford us ex- 
' amples of this kind, roo. many ; Men of exce/lext parts of 
Natnare, Art, Learning, beſottedand befooled in their 7 uadge- 
ments, and given over to as vile errors as luſts; well there- 
fore called deceirfwl Iuſts, Eph.4.23. or luſts of deceit, becauſe 
they /edxce and deceive their owners. 

3. Sinful lu$ts,if they do not put out the /5ght of reaſon,yet 3, They cor- 
they corrupt and bribe it, and imploy the ſtrength of it to de- rupt Reaſon 
fend themſelves and oppoſe the truth, See that place 17;m.6.4. 394 turn it a 
If any man teach otherWiſe , and. conſent not to wholeſome . og 
words, &-c. He is puffed up and dotes ( We read it) the word 7 
is yoow» he ts ſick; and as fick ſtomacks deſire wwwhol/ome foed, 
ſo a ſin-fick/ſoul, cannot endure ſound doitrine (as he ſpeaks of 
others, 2 Tm. 4. 3.) but ſtudious how to plead for his own: 
luſts anderrors : So the Apoſtle adds, whence cometh en« 
v7, ſtrife ,&c. and megdhareikel , perverſe diſputings and 
Wranglings of men of corrupt minds.: So: corrupt that they 
eſteem gam to be godlineſs, How comes this to paſs > Why, 
they dias, and diſtingwi/p themſelves into theſe groſes opini» 

| ons. 
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05 ; So thar luſts, not onely cor-upt reaſon,. but turn the 
edge of it againſt the truth, ro maintain gainfs/ errors and 
practices; ſtudy new 45ſtin&tions and new niceties , to quali- 
fie the groſleſt cb/zrdities. We could hardly believe this ; 
did we not ſee it in experience. The Church. of Rowe, firſt 
plotted a Religion full of ſuperſtitious formalitzes , to uphold 
their own luſts, pride, ambition, covetonſneſs, voluptuonſneſs ; 
and then ſet their beſt wits on work to maintain it , with ice 
diftinftions , and Scholaſtical ſpeculations , deceiving their 
followers ſo long, that at laſt they deceived themſelves, and 
believed their own de/«/ions to be truths. So it hath been, 1 
fear, with ſome of the Arminian and Secinian party; who 
the better to maintain their own luſts , have patronized with 
much ſubtilty thoſe Pleagian doGtrines, of Univerſal Redemp- 
. tion, Freewsll,&c. And divers practices, formerly condem- 
ned by all Divines, or the moſt, as u/xxy, &c. are now ſtudi= 
ed and upheld by /oft diffinftions and tender qualificati- 
ONS, Cc. 
4. They cor-. ; 4: Sinful luſts allowed, &c. cerrupt the affeflions , and 
rupt the Af. they corrupted,corrupt the judgement.All judgement (we uſe to 
feions. fay)is loſt, when the «Afet1oxs are trufted with the Reſolu- 
tions of the caſe. From hence (the «ffe&;ox: corrupted) pro- 
ceeds : Firſt, a ftrangeneſs to. the light, He that evil does 
(and loves to do it) come: not ta the light , leafs his deeds 
ſhould be reproved , Joh. 3.20. or diſcovered to be evil : 
He that doth trath , cometh to the light, that hi aceds may 
| be made manifeſt , that they are wrought in Gad, Cana thief 
or deceiver /oveor like the light, that betrayes him? 2.Yea 
> morethen this, he loves darknefs, ver/. 19. becauſe his deeds 
areevit. 3. But more then this, he not onely grows fraxge 
co the light and loves darkneſs, but hates the /:ght , as our Sa- 
viour there ſpeaks. When fehoſbaphat would needs - enquire 
if there were never a Prophet of the Lord to conſult with ; 
Tes (layes Abab)\there is a fellow, one IMicbaiah, but I hate 
him, for he never propheſies good to me, but evil : «Ahab was 
_ reſolved upon bis own project to go againſt Ramoth Gilead : 
and he fears honeſt Adichiaab will croſs him init ; therefore 
he 
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he not onely avoids, but hates him : So deal reſolved 1ners 
with the /;ght of the word + firſt grow ſtrange to w_ negle 
to read or hear ic, andatter come to hate it. - He that 10Yes 
his./#ffs cannot love the word that reproves them ; but leals 
the word ſhould corre# him, be will corre&., indeed corrupt 
the word. Hence comes it, that men Having itching ears af- 
ter their own luſts , they get themſelves an heap of teachers, , T1; *, 2. 
ſuitable to their luſts, ſo the words may be read , If 4 
may Will propheſie of wine and ſtrong drink ; he ſhall be a Pre- 
pher for the people Mich.2.11. Thar is, chey being given to ve- 
luptuouſneſs, love and-like, and feex out Prophers, good fet- 
lows like themſelves,chat will indulge chem in ſuch courtes:And 
they ſay to their reachers,as the meſſengers ſent for Michaiah 
faid ro him, Athe Prophets {peak good unto the King With one 
month ; let thy word, [ pray thee, be like the word of one of them, 
and ſpeak good. So theie kind of mea, eaquire the judgement 
of their Miniſters concerning ſome doubctul praQice , »/wry, 
gaming, faſu6:ns;&c. and they tell chem, ſuch and ſuch alowit, 
I pray, let your word be as one of them : And mark the iſſue; 
If buc 0-2 or a few mea agree with chem, they ſhall be belie- 
ved againſt thon/ands that condemne the prattife. As Terte/h5- 
an ſaid of the per/ecators of the Chriſtians, They believe ac- 
cufations which art not proved ; nor ds they deſire to try them , cates as 
Leaſt they foonld not be proved; $0 is it here, they eaſily believe non ———_ 
what they would \fain have to be true; and whart they like nec Juarums te 
not, they will hardly believe. This then is a fourth reaſon ; nor probeutur, 
Sinful lujts corrupt the Aﬀettions, and the Aﬀeious corrupt Apol, 
the R—_ X phy F ' : ea —_ 
$5. Sinfal luſt}, #f5fre.con; rence or -filence the clamor 0 
it, by corrupting the oY Hence you hear of ſome, T wy ago rg 
bave muae a Covenant With death, ard with bell : are they at Gantt by 
agreement ? Iſa. 28. 15. thatis, have fenced their fears of corrupting the 
death and hell, by ſome lying and falſe p:»/wafions of peace, truth! 
notwithſtanding their ſinful praiſes, as the Prophetinti- 
mates in the following words, For We have maae lies opr rt 
ſuge, and under falftood have we covered our [cluts.”* There 
is in ſinful practiſes a fxg of terror and horror of gailt, till 
| C this 
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this be either raker out by repentanceand pardon, or at leaſt 
ftapified and laid aſleep, the ſoul cannot quietly enjoy the 
pleaſmre of ſinning . This cannot well be done; in a kyow; 
Chriſtian but by corrupting the Faith. Reſolved they are , 
-not to diſeaſe or diſquiet conſcience, by ſo much as queſtioning 
the /awfulneſs of their practiſe. As the Athenians having 
ſhamefully loſt Sa/ams, a Town of their juriſdiction, made a” 
Law , that no man ſhould once name Salami. Aquinas 
upon 17 im.6. applies it to uſurers and ſuch like, any un- 
lawful things (ſayes he) are forbidden by ſound doftrine,Which 
men are unwilling to forſake, and ſo they find out a nrW doftrine, 
Where they may have ſome hope tobe ſaved in theſe courſes. 
We need not go far for an inftance, Hymenexs (one of the A- 
poſtates mentioned in the text). together with Philerus , cor- 
rupted the Faith in a prime Article of it ,*the Reſurreftion of 
the dead, 2 Tim. 2.17,18. Their word Will eat as a canker * of 
whom #5 Hymeneus 4nd Philetus,who concerning the truth have 
erred, ſaying, that the Reſurrettion 15 paſt. already : and over- 
throw the faith of ſome. What was the reaſon of. this cor- 
rupting the Faith? I will give it you in the words of a judici- 
ous Interpreter upon the place, Becauſe they could not bear au 
accuſing conſcience, and the torment thereof , they undertake 
to defend their vices : and leaft they ſhould be vexed with the 
terrer of future judgement ; they deny any providence, and per- 
[wade themſelves, that thoſe things are faiſe , which the trae 
Faith and Religion declare concerning the immortality of the 
foul, the Reſarrettion of the body and the laſt judgement. If 
their praiſes will not agree with the Word , they conſtrain 
= word 40 agree with their pradtiſe :. That's a fifth Rea- 
on. | 
6. Laſtly, It # the juſt judgement of God upon ſuch ſinners : 
when men, for the maintenance and allowance of their swsx 
beſts, will not ſee the /ight of truth, they ſhall not ſee it, 
That he (as Anuftin well) who kyowing what u right, wowld mt 
de it, at length ſhonld come to be ignorant what 5: right ; 'we 
have inſtances enough, both in Jews, Gedniiles;and Chriftians. 
In Jews, P/al.$1.8,8&c. Hear O my prople,and 7 will teſtifie un- 
| fo 
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ta thee, if thou wilt hearkgn wnto me,8c. But my people Wenld 
not hearken unto my voice, and Iſrael would nine of me, verſ. 11, 
What followed 2? So 1 gave them up to their own hearts Iufts, 
and they walked in their own connſels : Let them follow their 
own Imaginations?, corrupting the tr#th of God, by their 
corrupt {ves and praRtiſes. In Gentiles, Rem.1.18. The Wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven, againſt all ungodlineſs and uns 
righteouſneſs of men, Who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 
How or wherein doth this wrath appear > See _——_ 21,22. Be» 
cauſe that when they kyew God , and glorified him not as God, 
&c. they became wvainin their imaginations , and their fooliſh 
heart Was darkened. And verſi 24. God gave them up to nn- 
cleanneſs, through the Infts of their own heart,&c. even to 
moſt »»narural lufts, not fit to.be named, verſe 26, 27. And 
for this cauſe God gave them wp to a reprobate minde, to do things 
Which are not convenient, verſ. 28, In Chriſtians we havert 
threatned, 2Thefſ. 2.10,11. abugdantly made good upon the 
followers of Antichriſt: of whom he fayes, z#hoſe coming « 
after the working of Satan, With all power and figns , and ly- 
ing wonders : And With all deceiveableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, 
$5 them that periſh; becanſe they received not the- love of the 
truth, that they might be ſaved. And for thu cauſe God ſpall 
ſend them ſtrong aelujions that they ſhould believe a lie.T hat they 
all might be damned , whobelieved not the truth, but had plea» 
ſare in unrighteouſn:{s. And thus wehave finiſhed the Do&ri- 
»al part of our diſcourſe, That a corrupt beart makes a cor» 
rupt head : An unſound heart makes au nuſound judgement- 
Let us now proceed to the Application. 5. Application, 
L. Take notice of- the miſerable and lamentable Deprava- Uſe 1. To 
tion of ournature, ſince our firſt Father affeted too much ſhew the De- 
knowledze, t9 be like God, knowing good and evil. We are Provation of 
now our own work enemies;and our corrmptions begins at our 9 Natures 
ſelves.It1sa queſtion(yet no great queſtion). Whither Adams 
underſtanding, or his affe&tions were firft corrupted > This 
1s certain, \thac both wayes now we are ſubject tO corraption. 
Sometimes the hradeorrupts the hrare, Acorrupt judgement 
 eorrupts the affections: 3Firhour (found) kutWleadge, the minde 
2 i 
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ECaor, 1 s. 33, 


Uſe z. To 
mangifeſt rhe 


54 not goed, Prov.19.2. Sometimes the heart, affettions, or con- 
ſcience, corrupt the judgement ; As it is1n nature, there is a 
»atual influx or influence of the head upon the ftrmack,, by 
+:ſtiflatiens of ill heumors ; and of the ffomack upon the head, 
by aſcenſion of ill irmes of vapors; and both wayes the health 
of the body is endangered : So is it in the ſoul, a corrupt 
bead,or an 1)l principled judgement,corrupts the heart and lite; 
evil deFrines (as evil words) corrupt good manners , like Gan- 
grens, that eat and-fret away the vita/s of Religion , andthe: 
power of Godlineſs The Apoltle was ſpeaxing of ſome that. 
were infeted with this curſed principte;” T7 hat there ſhould be 
vo reſurreftion. What influence would this doCtrine have. up- 
on the heart and life? See verſ. 32. Let us eat and drink for 
ro morrow We dye , and there an end of us and all ; Be not de- 
ceived (ayes he). evil communications(evil doftrinal principles) 
corrupt good manners. The jndgement thus corrupted, cor- 
rupts the heart and life. And contrarily, a corrwpt heart or 
life, corrupts the: had :. ſome- evil practiſes /ophifticate the 
judgement., and both wayes the health and ſalvation of the 
ſoul is hazarded. ' | | 

2. We may ceaſe to wonder (for we ſee the reaſon) why 
ſeducers prevail ſo much upon people, and why the Charch in 


Reaſon of rhe all times, hath been peſtered with ſo much exr0-, and falſe opi- 


prevalence of 


nions. The hearts and lives of mencorrupt their heads and 


of errors at all. judgements.Not to look too far back into the Primitive times, 


times, 


ſee it of latter dayes in the prevalence of Popery upon the 
_m_ The Apoſe foretold it ſhould come to paſs in the laſt 

ayes, 17 im.4.1. The ſpirit ſpeaketh evidently that in the lat- 
ter times, ſome ſhall depart from the faith, and ſhall give. heed 
ro errors and dottrines of divels, Which [peak lies through hype 
criſie. Whar's the occaſion of it> Having their conſciences 
ſeared with au hote iron. Their conſciences were ſcorched and 
ſeared with groſe fins, and then they corrupted the faich to 
heal them whole again. So 2 Thefſ. 2.10. Becauſe they reces- 
ved net the leve of the truth ;. therefore God ſent them ſtrong 
deluſion, that they fhonld believe a ye, verl. 12. They believed 
26s. the truth. Why ?: becanſe they had pleaſure in nnrightes 


oxſneſs, 
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ouſreſs. Wewondered, of. late times ,.to ſee ſo many, . not 


fin;ple people onely, but learned Clerks and Rabbies, to turn 


 Popiſts, e-+rminians, Colin-germanes of Papifts :, we needed 
not,it we bad cor ſidered, that their hearts were gone to Rome... - _ 
before, ard now ther heads followed after. Were.they well - 


examired, many ot tLem, it would be found, they firſt put a» 
WAY 4 £604 C 6x[cience,before they made ſhipwrack of my 


- 
- 


ith; 


their hearts betrayed their beads. Many of them were (its. = >... 


known they were) covetous, ambitions, voluptuous : and Pg-" 


-pery hath baits of all ſorts to catch-them ; that great Harlor 
and »:«ther of fornications, hath a golden cup, full of prefer- 
ments, profits, pleaſures , and this made mens heads dr#»k and 
-giddy, to embrace the groſleſt errors & obſurdities for truths. 
Eook upon theſe preſent times and ſee what defe&ion trom the 
Faith there is , and what ſad Apeſtacy from the vid received 
Truths, is to be found amongſt us; and that not of the com» 


mon ignorant multitude (though they are a daily pry ro ſe- 


ducers) bur of old profeſſors ; who had not onely knowledge 
in the word (as they thought) bur alſo a form of jgodlineſs in 


' the worſt times. Our.Chaurch of England ( I mean the pro- 
-feſling party in it) ſeemed to me, not long ago, as a fair great 


looking glaſs, wherein was repreſented one onely [mage : a 
ſweet »naxzimity and uniformity in judgement. and affeSions. 
Burt now ( Oh pity ! ) its like the-ſame g/a/s broken into mas 
ny pieces, and every one preſenting a. ſeveral. /mage, in ſo 
many ſects and fations almoſt as men : What may be the 
matter ?. Truely, I think »zexs hearts have betrayed their heads. 


- They had-a form, and but a form of. Goaline/s, denying the 


power thereof, allowing themſelves in ſome-open or ſecret 
corruption): and now juſtly delivered over to /elf-pleafing and 
ſelf-deceiving errors. Have you not-ſeen in Summer time up- 


on a tree;an Apple, or a Pear, xed and yelow-ripe afore all uts-- 
fellows 2- Come next morning, and you find it on the ground. 


What was the matter > Why, there -was a Worms (as opening 


20 find ) ar the Core, which ſucking up all the moyſtue , 


aſtaned the outward ripening ; and drew away that very 


ſap, that ſhould have preſeryed- it.on the tree. So is it with | 


many 


many profeſſors, that in ourward ſhews, outrun many titnes, 


fiucere and honeſt hearced-Coriftians ; making a more plori- 
"ous ſhew of kxovledgearid pratiſegthen other of their neigh- 


bors (theory your brought - forth fruit immediately, the 
gool ground with patience Y but there's .a worme of- ſome luf 
"within, that eats-out the hear of Religion, hypocrijfie haiten- 
ing on to ripeneſs of profeilton , and then they fall off from 
the Faith toerror. It were ealte co inſtance, in almoſt all 
the preſent errors and hererodoxe Opinions of the times ; they 
are oftentimes entertaitied upon' this very ground ; becauſe 
they comply with and fayor ſome open or /ecret luſt. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of ſome! n2vel opinizns of thoſe Primitive 
times (fo carly they began) calls them F4&incs ww ogariag proce 
fant, as Well as vain bablings, 2Tim.2.16. and ſayes they grow 
ts more nigodlineſs. Mark it, they ſuppoſe, and' finde 
profane 2d ungodly hearts,” and make them more pro- 
fane and ungodly hearts that intertain -them : Do we 
[not ſee the open looſeneſs of many formerly pro- 
ſeſſing hypocrites; as the event diſcovers > Do we not 


wonder at ſuch and fuch zealows. profeſſors, turned not. 


-onely crr0ntoxs in their judgements., but /oo/e and far more h- 
centious in their lives fince they fell to theſe new opinions > 
Take but ſome few inſtances, of taking opinions which in their 

'very nature, are ſuitable to ſome mens corruptions; I told 
you heretofore of Hymenens and Philetzs, who fell into a 

groſs error , Saying that the Reſurreftion was paſt already, 
2 Tim. 2. 17,18. And thedoQtrine took exceedingly , hoſe 
words fretted lik: a Gangrene , and overturned and ſubver- 

ted the faith of ſome. And have not we the fame error; re- 
 vived, now of late, in ſome that deny the 1mortality of the 
A: the begin- 11 and conſequently the Reſarreftion of the body , and the 


bl 


of Or 7 2 !..4rement ? fo did thoſe Saint Peter ſpeaks of; the falſe 
Hrs ks wt ws he had ſpoken of, Chap. 2. they made a TDs - 
chat appeared, laſt jadgement, 2 Pet. 3. 3, 4- Thu firſt know, that tn the laft 
was of the dayes ſhall come mockers , walking after their ov» !uſts ( mark 
Morraliry of that) ſaying, Where i the promiſe of his coming ? that is, to 
the ſoul. - judgement. r/3Mingly ignorant (fayesbe) of all thoſe _—_ 

enact 
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that eviderce the truth thereof; willirgealily to &e/icwe there : 
ſhould be none, becauſe they could heartily x theremmight 
be none. And is not this plewfing deftrive, tommen that walk 
after their own ſts > Again, Fhar curſed ard bla(rhemenu | 
doQrine, That Ged # the Authcr of mens fns; that its fear- Nor of thoſe 
ed (though the 2 »thor be dead and the beck burnt)lives in the a&ions alene, 
heads and hearts of ſome, it.not being then time to vent ir, till in and with 
a Tolleration of all Opinions be granted, and the times fitted _ _ is, 
to bear it : That pion. (I ſay) who are like tocmbraceit ? rroviey 6 hows. 

Why , troubled ſouls (troubled with the horror of -guilty Ho ur 
conſciences, ſo for their comfort was it publ:ſhed) bur tror- larity and fin- 
bled, not Evargelicaky ſure, they need .no ſuch comforts , fulnels ir ſelf, 
but Lega//y that would fain exjoy their. luſts , but dare not ys - 4bpt. 
unleſs their conſciences be ſipified with ſome fuch dotrineas , 5 * 7.3: 
'this:, That God hath more hanaiin mens finfulneſs then them» Pag, 37, 
ſelves. Ler me not multiply caſes, I will give you one inſtance | 

of a Zuſt:that troubles many,thovgh in ſeveral wayes. Do you 

think the Scriptare fayes in vain, The {pirit that is in ns laſt-. 
eth after liberty ? Where doth the Scripture fay fo (youwill. 
ſay? ) If it ſay ſo by conſequence, a fair deduQion, I|hope you 
will fay, it ſays ſo. The Apoſtle hints ſo much,when he fayes, 

Brethren, you are called unto liberty, only uſe-not your liberty 
4s an occaſion ta the fleſh, Gal.5.13. mpHying not onely a pol- 
ſibility, but a proc/iv3t4e-in men,. to abuſe their:/iberry., Now 
Lam much deceived, jf-this be not the common baze of moſt- 

 ſedacers of theſe times ; and that which ſubverts the-Faith of 

"many, - but through their own /uſts. It was | fore-propheſied 

' by -Saint Peter, of old, to come to pals in theſe. laſt times, 

2, Pet..2. 18,19. He had ſaid inthe beginning of che Chopter,, 
yerſ.1. But there were falſe Prophets alſo among the people,even 

 46there ſhall be falſe Teachers amongſt you, which privily, bring 

 idamnable bereſies,8&c. How ſhall they convey their poiſon 2. 

.See-verſ. 18. in ſpeaking [welling words: of . vainity, they be- 
Evite them thas Yrexe a litle eſcaped from them, Which are. \\rap- 

-prd error; What's the bait ? wer/. 19. prom fang, them hiberry 

(are themſelyes the ſervants of corruption). promi/ing then 

liberty. But what betrayes them ? anach Wantewne(c,, through 

| he: the 
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Whom? Firſt, /5lly ſimple women, rougue ; women, Or men 


- 'the Inſts of the 2 which luſterh after Liberty. 1 pray 
conſider, if Ef the 'Lere., that allures moſt of _ 


Sefaries at this day. © The! Antinomians preach Liberty: from 
the Law , Liberty fromfin, Liberty from Repentance, from 
ſorrow for ſin, Liberty from prniſhmenc, or chaſtiſement for 
ſin, Liberty from Duties, from the Sabbath, &c. 1s not this 
a fine PoErine for looſe /tbertine conſciences ? The Avabap- 
rifts preach Liberty from the power of the Magiſtrate ( fo 


: ſome of them have, though others yer diſclaim ir,) Liberty of 


propheſying or preachicg , and adminittring Sacraments, to 


' any ſuppoſed gifted brother ; Liberty from Tythes, a taking 


doitrine,no queſtion,not like a Gangrene, but like wildfire. The 


' BroWnift pleads for Liberty too, Liberty from Claſſes and Sy- 


nods Eccleſiaſtical, Liberty for the peopleto Govern and Yore 
in the Government of the Church, and to have power and 
Authority in the keyes,in eleftHon,ordination, excommunication, 
&c. And how neer our Independent brethren of Newakd 0/d 
England come to them, in granting their people the ky of 
Libery, I would wiſh them to-conſider; If all de crue,which 
is reported, they find their peoples key of Liberty. (mn N.E.) 
hath almoſt dzyoured their Officers key of Authority as Aarons 
Rod devoured all the reſt. But Liberty, deſire of Liberty in 
this aud- the like kind, is that, I fear, that wizs them ſo many 
proſelytes. Ina word, your Seekers ( that have loſt their-Re- 


tigios,' and God knows when they will finde it )) and thoſe 


that are for Tolcration of all Religions, Quakers, and the like, 


do they not find ſpeedy acceprance and entertainment amongſt 


booſe- profeſſing Chriſtians ? we may now 'ceaſe to wonder : 
we have ſeen the reaſon , A corrapt life corrapts the judge- 
ment. | 3th 7 

To conclude this ſecond Uſe ; Who are they ordinarily,that 
are the prey of ſeducers ? the Apoſtle hath told you often : 
either very ſimple, or very fiufu/; either Weak in judgement, 
or ſtrong in luſts'and paſſions, I ſhalbinſtance but two places: 
The firſt is that in 2T 1.3.6. Of this fort are they that creep m- 
to houſes (their qualities are afore deſcribed) and lead captive, 


as 
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as ſimple as. Womey : people never very well principledin the 
grounds of Religion , a/wayes learning , and never able to 
come tothe knuWlieage of the 11 wth ; and then follows their-ſu= 


| fulneſs, laden With fins axd led- about with arvers lufts pride 


and-wantonneſs, ſcorn and bitterneſs, &c:The ſecond place isin-' | 
the 4 Chap. of the ſame Epiſtle, ver/. 3,4. The time will come - 
(and now its come) When they will net ſuffer Wholſome or ſound 
doftrine , but having itching ears , ſhall get them an heapof , 
teachers, Whar makes their ears irch thus , after variety of RR om« 
new-teachers? their own ſeveral luis : after their Infts, 1heir ; Jras, Ewpha: 
own laſts , ſhall they ga them an heap of teachers : that is, AStically. ; 
I hinted afore ; Teachers /#itable to their ſeveral luſts. And 
thus, I have'done with the ſecond Uſe. , #5 $994 

3. We -may upon this grezad., make a' very probable pri- Uſe 3. A pre- 
gxof{ick concerning the itate and condition of- many men atid gaokick. ot 
women, iz. thoſe who! are-/ooſe and: corrwpr in thew lives, Pore apoliaies 
not yet taken with any of the New o/d errors, and blaſphe- | 
mous »ot#0x5 Of theſe times: They are in a fair and ready way 
to. 4pofafie ; robe made a prey to one ſeducer or other, who 
can moſt /utably.ſcratch their irchiugears;, and coniply with 
their ow preper uſt. An unſound heart, will make an #nſound 
head. Theſe are the perilous times, the Apoſtles have fore- 
warned of to come to paſs in: the laſt dayes, when many ſhall 2 Tim. 3. 1. 
depart from the Faith.i! Thele are diſcovering times if ever any*1 Tim. 4.1. 
were;as inthe; Stare,ſo in che Church. There muſt be herefles, | 
that theſe that are approved may be known.The men that ſhall be 
diſcovered,are largeiydeſcribed,7im.3 1. Lovers of themſelves, 
covetous, boaſiers,prond &c.lyvers of pleaſnres more then lovers 
of, Gag. '/ Yet ver. 5. Having a form(or figure) of rodiinefs;' 
but denying the power thereof. There are many'already faln'a-* 
way,to be/ieveliesand firong delufions upon theſe corrupt: 
practiſes ;' and aſſure your ſelves you-thatare ſuch ,* wil! not 
be long atter them, if God put not a ſtop to the /edxcers of 
the times ;; Let no.man ſay, im 1 adogge , thar*T ſhould falt 
ro ſuch grols.opinions, ſuck: horrid 6/a/phemies ,"fuch Ranting® 


. pradtiſes. Aſſurethy ſelf, thy corrupt heart, will eaſily cor- 


rupt thy head; If men be openly: virious, 'or ſeererly hypo= 
D critical , 


FP 
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cal, and withbeld the truth in unrighteow[neſs, it 15 not:more 
> Thell 2.11, erdiyer7, then juſt with God , to give them. up to believe « 
In. - lie,that al shey.may be damned, that believed not the truth, but 
had pleaſure in anrighteouſne/5. And they that cannotendure 


| 2 Tim. 4-3,4. Jovwnd doFrine the:gld wholeſome truths) becauſe it ſites not 
NI OHF _ their w : itis juſt with God, that as they tmrn their 
ears from the truth; 10, they ſhall be given unto fables, That 
any ſecret qr apen hypocrites are nor yet ſeduced, they may 
hlgk the providence of God, that hath preſerved them from 
: -- the opportwwities of Temptations, and not their own frexgrh. 
Neb. 3.1 \ 4, evilheart of uwnbelief, will canſe men to depart from the 
lining God. Look toit, Chrijtians, that you be ſincere and 
keep a good conſcience, if not (theſe are winnowing and diſco- 
F yering'times) you will exe. long (1 dare be your Proper, you 
_ TON will ere long) wake ſhipyrackef the faith. Ile ſay nomore of 
ge a Spy this but in T ert«llians words , Let the chaff fiye aWay as much 
_pdlen ifte levis 66 it will, the Wheat will be the more tu the floor of God, and we 
'frdei, &c, ſhall be the fitter for a, Reformation... | 
4 This may ſerye for Cawrion,. a fur warning to people to 
Uſe 4. A cu take heed whom they truſt in matters. of Faith and Rehgion. 
may people, Beloved (fayes Saint fobn) 1 Joh, 4.1. believe not every ſpirit, 
could aj ti but try the ſpirits whither they are of God , for many falſe ſps- 
ters, of Religi- Tits are goue out into the world. How halt we. try them? | By 
on. their fruits you ſhall knoy thew. Take heed of crediting tao 
| Mat-7.16. mych thoſe men, thoſe Teachers whom you ſee looſe and cor- 
rupt in their lives, and given overto Liberty, or rather /icen- 
tiou{neſs : Its rwenty to one, they are, or will be »»/ond in 
their ?«dgewents, whoare an/ornd in their praftiſe , nt leaſt 
in that particular, wherein they-alom themes Will any 
man. ask the advice, or reſt ypon., the fudgement of a Cove- 
rex man concerning V/ury > Or of a wvoluptuons man con- 
cerning T emperance and chaſtity ? Or of a Zibertive , con- 
cerning frifneſs of converſation? &c. Nay, itis juſt with 
God, when Teachers are corrupted in their /wves, in any one 
of thoſe, orthe like /»ſt«, to give them up to errors in judge- 
ment, to blind their own eyes., and ſo let them be blind tra- 
ders of the blind. Its true indeed , fometimes falſe Propher; 
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coine in feeps one » the greateſt ſedncers and Here- 
ticks, kave been men vilible of very f7:& /ives , that its bard 
for people to diſcover them withont vety /er:0 obſervation, 
i Yer a diligent watchful eye may do much : The Scribes and 
Y Pharifees had a very devout and Saint-like. profeſlion:But yer 
our Saviozr,both diſcerned,and diſcovered them'; by a more 
ſpiritaal fin (if T may fo call it) that is , by their pride. Ther 
prayed, fafted gave almsdevoutly, frequently charitably but all 
ro-be ſeen of men : pride and pepalarity,was their /xft and cor- 
roption. And chis was very viſible in the Ancient Heretiths ; 
very prexd , and ſcornful. Thus (they ſay) Asgafine the 
Monke, that was ſent over into England, was diſcovered, by 
theadvice of an holy Hermite, not to'be a marrof God. And 
_ this vice is viſible ro half an eye,in many of our new T eaghers, 
and many of their followers, they are a proud and [corufut 
nerftion'; urdervatuing and crampling upon the reputation, 
of che moſt not onely learned, but pros and Godly Ainifters 
of rhe' former and preſent times : Tay no more, By chetr 
7-aits you ſhall know them. Take heed whom you truſt. 


a. 


charge tO Timithy; To hold Faith and a good C onſcie ce t6- 
gethet'; andas we deſire or intend, not to make Siprerach of 
the Faith; ſo'to ſee, that we keep a good Conſtience. As Y0 
tender the preſervatiori of the 7ewel, look well tq the Cabs: 
net"; tht better heart, the bitter head. For the moreprofit- 
abte preſſing home'of this Dsrine, give'me leave to enlarge 
my ſelf a little: Firſt'by a more'particular 4 ſcovery of ſanie 
ſpecial corrupti-ns, which experimentally Shipwrack the Faith: 

totidly bY ging ſonie ſpecial matzver, to people and Mini- 
fibers. Thirdly; 76: neeſribiing Core dire&tions to preſerve. 
Fon Hufacs. 4 Þ 

E 


cortupt out Zudgements;arechele, * {I 

"'Y, Covivouſs 0 rothitig worſe to corrupt the Fezth, then ©*” 

4n heart' exerciſed with. coveteti/neſ# , as the eApoſt]e Peter cc. 

ſpeaks, and notes'ir* for otie'of the” vices of Fraps dchers, 

| | D 2 2 Pet: 
* 


75. Thelaft Ute ſhallbe for Exbortationt0 all both Mini- 1G s. Buhese. 
fters'and people, To be careful , to hearken to'the Apoſtles cation to all, 


© ſpeciaF corywptions, that moſt eridin get the Fetrh th By diſcovering | 


- * lome ſpecial 
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2 Pet.2.1,3- Throurh covetouſneſs ſhall they with fained words 
make merchandize of you, with 14, 15. Which forſaking the 


"right way bave gone aſtray, fo!ls\ving the way of Balaam. which 


booed the Wages of #nrighteouſneſs. $0 Saint Paul expreſly, 


T he lowe of money, 1s the root of all evil, which while (ome have 


"Iufted after, they have erred concerning the Faith, i Tim.6.10. 


So he deſcribes thoſe Cretias ſedcers , Tit. 1. 10, 11. 
T bere are many diſobedient aud vain talkers and deceivers, 
Which ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things Which they ought 


not , for filthy Iucre ſake. And therefore he preſcribed this 


' as one neceſſary qualification both of his Bi/hop or Presbyter 
_ (for both are one,ver/.5. with 7.) andalſo ofhis Deacor, that 
they be not given ts filthy Incre, not covetors, 1 Tim. 2. 3. 


Implying that if he be ſich, he would ſoon.corr»pr the Faith. 
The holding of the Faith may coſt him the loſs of all his eſtate. 
Will a covetous heart ſuffer that > The Prophet eremy ſaw 
the experience of this in his time, fer.6.13,14. For from the 
teaſt of them , even #nto the gr eateſt of them , Every one us Li 
ven to covetonſneſs, and from the Prophet tothe PrieſÞ., every 
ene dealeth falſly. Wherein? In the Faith, fo.it follows, 


' They have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people ſlightly, 


ſaying, peace, Peace, When there. is no peace. And Saint Paxl 


clears humſelf from corrupting the word of God , by coloured 


2, Ambition. 


Goipel) underſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof they 


coveton/ne/s (as elſewhere he calls it) 2 Cor.2.17. We are not 
as many who corrupt the Word of God ( rgm\ivor]es, a Metaphor 
taken from Hackfteri or Vintuers, who for lucres ſake,mingle 
water with their wine) bt as of ſincerity, but as of God,in the 
fight of Goa [prakwe in Chriſt, TS. "a> 

2. eAmbitzon, or defire of Domination , is another Corr up- 
ter of the Faith, eſpecially in corr«pt t529es, when preferment 
cannot be had, but by complying with the errors of the times. 
We need not go far for inſtance , the Apofle in the 7 verſ. 
of this Chap. gives a reaſon why ſome had turned to vain 
janglings . 0 acrTes nar you Nu onga ot ; roms to be ( re- 
puted) Teachers, or Dottors of the Law, as ſome now of the 


af- 
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afirme. Such a kind of ambitious perſon , was Dinrophss 
3 Ep. of Foh. verſ.g. who withſtood the Apoſtles doftrine writ- 
ren to the Chxrches, Why? 9 pinorgurewvor be loved the pre- 
heminence , he would be chief Biſhop himielf. This was the 
occaſion of Arrizs corrupting the Faith ; his ambition t& a 
Biſhoprick croſſed , and when his curſed Herefie got head, 
and was countenanced by the Emperors , many turned Arr;- 


ans , onely becauſe they faw prefermext went that way. 


Cry/oſtom obſerved it long ago, Hereſies grow out of the de- 
fire of ruling, becanſe they loved not their brethren (ayes he) 
for want of love, they exvyed thoſe that were in honor, frem'ene 
v aroſe ambition or deſire of Ruling, frem thence they fell into 
Hereſies. To this purpole is that of the Propher feremy 5. 
31. The Prophets propheſie falſly, and the Prieſts bear rule by 
their means, &c. That is (layes the learned Tranflator) the 
Prieits did Lord it over Gods inheritance , by the aid of ſome 
falſe Prophets, whom they allowed, and ſent abroad vn pur- 
poſe to procure them favorr with the people. Why did they 
ſuffer the Truth to be ſo corrupted by the falſe Prophets? 
becauſe themſelves did bear Rule by their means. The Prieſts 
- maintair;ed them in their-fa//e dofFrine , becauſe the Prophets 
maintained them in their f«//e honoy. Juſt as ſome Prelates did 
of late with us. To this head may be added, pride, popularity, 
and affettion of ſingularity ; pride is a great forerunner of 
falſe doQtrine, pride goes before'a fall, 'is true in this ſenſe, be- 
fore Apoſtacy. The Apolt'e therefore cautions, that his Biſhop 
or Elder, muſt not be a Novice, #91] >+ , a new convert to 


A To O1Aegs 
Yew agent} 
$7ex00, &c, 
Chryl. in 

i Tim.s. hom. 
3, 


Iremel. in lo. 
cam. 


Pride: 


the F aith, Leaſt being lifted xp (with pride) he fall into ( Apo- dt 


fafie) the rondemnation of the Divel, 1Tim.3.6. And one rea» 
ſon of heterodox doctrine, is declaredto be pi4e, 1 Tim. 6.45. 
If any man teach otherwiſe &c. He's proud, knowing nothing 
but doting abant queſtions &C. pride is his corruption; As pride 


of parts in many of our people, rheir{(not very great) kxow- 


leage, utterance, expreſſion, gift of prayer,8&c. puffs them up 


that they /we4above their ſphear 7; and caſts them into many | 


dangerous errors : Soin many of our young Minifters,pride 
of their learning; gitrs;&c. The like doth that corruption of 


popularity, to be admired and applauded by the people, by a Popularity: 
| mul- 


» 
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Singularity. 


1 Per. 2. 19 


multitude of follawers, eſpecially if of che higheft-magnitnde, 


rich; wiſe, noble, c. The Apoſtle noted this long ago, 48. 


20.30. Alſo of your ownſelves ſhall. ariſe men, ſpeaking per- 
verſe things , 10 drav diſciples after them. Sodid thoſe falſe 
Apoſtles teach and-preach for Circumcifionand the Law , to 
be joysed with Chriſt ; upon what ground? 7 hey defire 10 


| have you cireamciſed, (as ome now rebaptize ): that they may 
_ $lery in jour fleſp, that is, that they have drawn many.to be 


proſelytes,to their way and opinion; and havea: multitude of 
followers. Oh, for a poor imple tellow, a Miller, a Wea- 
ver,c.. to be followed at heels with a troop of giddy difci- 
ples ; whar a glory is this. Oh, to be pointed at, as the 
men.&c. The Miniſter isable to puffe up a young unballaſted 
ſpirit ; and that's the way to be given over to, or held iner- 
ror. Simen Haga did not ſo bewitch the peeple with ſorc:- 


ries as the applanſes of the people did bewirch. him to con- 


tinue in his inchantments. He bewnched them, by giving it 
our, that himſelf was ſome: great one, 4.8.9. And they be- 


 witched bim. with their applauſes, T hey all gave heed u1to bing 
from the leaſf to the greateſt, ſaying ( mark that ſaying) This 


man us. the great power of God. Singularity doth work the 
fame effects, I mean defire to! be reputed fingalar; as- many 
of our people (formerly. of no great Religion )-rrow Religion 1s 
came into faſ>iew, cannot content themlelves, to be wiſe to ſ6- 
briety,to be ſoberly Religious- : hur they aſpire after pwpula- 
rity Of, opixions, uew-nouons, new-norhings indeed, and /ing- 
[arity of prattiſe to be of the higheft form of Religion, the 
Court Religion of the neweſt faſhion anddrefs. So ſome of our 
preachers affet a ſingular way of preaching upon'a'common 
ſubject, in an high, Afereorical, Metaphyſical ſtrain of notions 
and language, which (it may be) the Apoſtle:calls v7h;411a» 
mam ml& great, bunchy, [Welling words. of - vanity”, to fhy- 
pefieand awnſe the'r unlearned Auditors: This is:, as God 
ipeaksto Job, to. darken conncel by words: Without krowledge, 
Zab 38 2. Theexcellency of a true Miniſter, is'to. make ob) 
ſcure texts clear; theſe count it their excellency;co make clear 
texts obſcure. And who underfland or admire:them; extept 
5x noraut, &.unlearned young men and fil womerbuticaencd: 


Jndi- 


AlueGrea Shiparackofrhe Faith, 


Judciow, and ſubſtantial Chriſtians admire their vanity and 
folly. And whar's the iſſue of {ll this pride and pngularity ? 


They many times fraix a truth ſ& high, that they 6reak it i0- Rom, 46. 1T, 


co errors , and miſlead imple , bur ſometimes wel zxeaning 
people. Take heed of thete. | 


3. Yoluptmouſneſs, deſire of pleaſare and eaſe, &c. That ouincls. 


this is an x/et of errors and aberration from the Faith, is 
intimated by the Apoſtle, iTim.4.1, any ſaall depart from 
the: faith , both Teachers and people. Why ? not onely 
becauſe in general they have ſeared nanghty conſciences; but 
for this in ſpecial, T key are lovers of pleaſures, more then [,- 
vers of God, 2 Tim. 3, 4. Amongſt other qualfications of a 
Miniſters, the Apoſtle requires, that he be not T: exo, given 
ro wine, One that ſits at the wine (as the word' imports ) or 
tarries long at th: Wine, as the like phraſe is uſed, Prov.23.30. 
and of his Deacons, verf.8. uni oive mA\s Teo5xrTes nt given 
ro wnch wine , one that takes more heed to fill his /»ffs with 
wine , then his head with —_— ,. or his heart with 
holineſs. Why this required? That he may hold rhe myBery 
of the Faith in a pure conſcience, verl. 9. Becaufe wine is a 
mocker, Prov. 20. 1. that is, a deceiver, and takes away the 
heart, that is, his wiſdcan : If you will ſee how far, took Hoſ. 
4.11, 12. Whoredome (another fin of the voluptnous) and 
wine, and new. wine takes away the heart ; that is, the under- 
derftanding, to run into the groffeſt and 'moſt unreaſonable 
Idolatry : My people ak counſel at their ftocks, and their ftaffe 
declarith unto them, for the ſpirit of whoardome bath canſed them 
toerre , and they have gone a whoring from nnder their God. 
That's a famous place to this parpoſe, 1/2 28.7. But alſo they 
have erred through wint, aud through ftrong driak are ont of the 
way; the Prieſt and the Prophet have erred through ſtrong 
drink, they are ſveallowed up of wine ; they are out 7 the way 
through ſtrong drink, they erre in viſton, they ſtumble in judge- 
went. Secalto 1/a. 56. 10, 12. Her watchmen' are blind, they 
are all ignoraxt, they ave all dumbe deys, they cannot bark, ſleep- 
ing, (zing down, loving to ſlumber. Come ye (lay they) [wif 
fetch wine, and we will fill our ſelves With ftrong drink, and 
to morron ſball be as this day, and wwch more abundant. I will 
CON 
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neſs. 


conclude this with one place more, an inſtance of an idle, Nox- 
reſident Prophet or Miniſter , Zech.11.17, Wo to the idle fhep- 
herd ( that hath eyes ard ſees not, &c.) that leaves the flick: 
The unconſcionable 44in1fter .,. tlat for his ce/e, pleaſure and - 
idleneſs, neglects his 1iziſ/ry ar:d people. What ſhall be his 
puniſi:ment? The ſword ſpall he upon kis arme , ard npon hes 
right eye; his arme ſtall be clean aryed up,and hu right exe ſhall 
be «tterly Carkered. Experience of former times verities this. 
4. T imeruuſneſs, ard tearfulneſs,in corrupt and perſecuting 
times, often betray es tl e judgement unto compliance at leaft, 
with the errors of the times.. There were ſome falſe Apoſetes, 
that preached for- Circamciſcer , and the obſervation of the 
Law of Moſes, together with the Goſpel : telling the people, 
that unleſs they were circumciſed, they could not be faved, 4. 
I5. This was a very groſs perverting and corr#pring of .rhe 
Goſpel of Chriſt. What was it that thus miflead ard ſeduced 
them? partly to pleaſe ar.d comply with others of that way 
and opinion, but chiefly their fearf/»efs to ſuffer for the truth 
of the Goſpel: So the Apoſtle refolves it, Gal. 6.12. Siavoy. 
tuTgcar mom, {5 many as acfire to thake a fair fheW in the fleſh, 
(that is, topleaſe and nt fend the fews, ftrifily cleaving to 
their o\d Law and Religion) they conflrain you to be circumci-. 
ſed, onely leaſt they. ſpunld ſuffer perſecution jor the Croſs of- 
Chriſt. - The ſame did in part betray Peter end Barnabas into 
diſſimulaticn of the truth, chat they did not. oe%07 Sew» , keep 
the right path of the truth of.che Goſpel,G/.2.14.the reaſon 
is given,ver/.12. Fur be{ore that certaine came fram James, he 
(and Barnebas) did eat with the Gentiles, but when they Were * 
ceme, ke withdrew and ſeparated himſelf, fearing. (wark that” 
fearirs) 1hew of the circumciſion. Fear of men will betray 
mens j#ag ments into error. How many in the Primitive times 
rurned Arrians for fear of that perſecution under the Arxiaz 
Biſhops and Emperors How. many, in the Marian times, 
tuxned to be Papiffs for ſear of perſecution? And in the la 
tertimes, How many: turned aſide to 4A minian deftrine, and: 
Pei ſuperſtitions, partly for faver and preferment, and part- 
ly.for fear of the frowns and diſpleaſure of ſome. in higher pla- 
ces.. To ſhut up. ihis, As any /xf allowed and lived in, . with 
1182 he no 
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the loſs of a good conſcience, will corrupt the Judgemeat. 
So eſpecially theſe four 'inftanced in covrrou/neſs; amdbitioy, 
 volupraouſneſs, Timeronſneſs : Apainſt ' all which , {et me 
teave this to your ſerious confideratioa : Ir is the opinion and 
Judgement of many learned, j#4ic:ou5, and Godly Divines, Rev. rt. 
thar the #itneſſes ſpoken of in the Rev2/ation, are not yet, but 
are ſhoctly to be 45»; and that then, Antichriſt will once 
more (for a tim? prevail over the. Reformed Charches, with 
the hotceT perſecution that ever the Churches felt ; | which if 
ircom=ro pals (as Gol forbid; for we are not fitted for /af- 
ferings) let all our looſe profeſſors and Proteſtants at large 
{who allow themſelves co live in their open or fecret luſts) 
and aft thoſe, 'whoare coveroxe, ambitions, voluptuous, time- 
+omsin\ ſpetial; kyjw chit they will (without more grace from 
Gbvd) as furely tutn. Papiſte,, as now they profels Proteſtant : 
"Their hrarts will betray their heads: Their wrack of conſcience 
now, will then /f5pwrack the Faith. Thar's the firſt. | 
-: -2.In-the ſecond. place, I ſhall preſs home, the exhortation *- The motiveg 
of the Apoſtle hete, Hold faith and a good conſcience ; in the 
words of Solomon, Prov. 4.23. Keep thy heart With alt dili- 
gevce, oras the original hach it, Above all keeping , keep thy 
-heart , thy conſcience; Deer Chriſtians, 1:t it be your grear- 
eft tndy, not to keep your eftates, honors, liberties, lives, but 
your hearts and con/ciextes: upon the reafon implyed in the 
ext, thecarſs that's the onely way to keep thr Faith: tThall 
not gofar for #9t4ver, having fore , in and about the: text 3 
onely- for methods fake, I thall divide them into a double 
Pream, betwixt you the prople of God, and us Miniſters. 
2, Tothe people of God (antiinideed to all) above all keep- r.. To allthe 
ing keeping your! h24#r5 and con/ciences pure ; I ſhall follow viper of God, 
the 2erapboy df the text; which ſpeaks of a Shipwrack, : ? 4 things, 
Here four partrcnlars. | WES 
x. From' the #ith»ef5 of rhe merchagdize or Zewel, whetre- r,Therichneſs 
with your $hip, you conſcience, is loaden and berrnfted ; Ir of. che mer- ; 
is; che Faich; — yon heard) the 7rath ;: the. Truth of chandize rhe 
the Goſpel, the Fa ace ( and but once) delivered: to. the aich, 
Saints,Jude vorſ.3 which heexbiorts all, carreſt/y to contend Z 
for: T9 the fame purpofe;, Solomon the witeſt of meer men , Pr9r- 23:23. 
* - cryes, | 
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tegrity, that will keep it good with the poodne 
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cryes, Buy the truth, but ſel it not. Buy it at. «ny price (as-he 
the pearl, ſar. 13.) bur ſell it at no price;, one 747 of this 
Faith, this Truth, is more worth then all che world. See Prov. 


- 3.13,14 other merchanaize cannot. ,. but this will certainly 
make ou for ever: Happy : Hear what ws/dow' it ſelf fayes, 


Happy # the man that findeth Wiſdem, and the man that getteth 
ahderſtanding; For the merchandize thereof , 15 better then the 


" merchandize of fitver, and the gain thereof, then fine gold. She 


i mbre precicus thee Rubies,and all the things they canſt deere, 
are not tobe compared unto her. Length of ayes are inher right 


hand>, in ker left riches and honor ; her wayes are Wayes of 
plea/u:ntnſs, and ail her paths are geace. She & 4 tree. of 


life to thers that lay hold xpon her,and happy # every one,that re« 
taineth her.. How carcful are your merchants of the-meaneſt . - 


commodiries,if but Cory or Coals,&c.to lee them ſafe ſhipped 
in a good ſhip ? mrch more,if loaden with precious merchar:- 
dize, Silk and Velvets, Silver, and Gold, and precious ſtones : 
would any wiſe man truſt theſe ina rottey, /eaking Ship > The 
application'is eaſily made, Faith is this Zewel , your .confci- 
exces are the Slip; if you deſire to bring your Treaſure 
fafe to land,” havea care of the'Ship your conſcience , that 
it be ſound and fafe ; If you put aWay a goed conſcience, you 
muſt needs make ſhipwrack of the \Faith , this incomparable 
Jewel. That's the firſt conſideration. 
2. The Ship it ſelf, is next conſiderable. A good ſip is long 


2; The good- in making,-great paixs and coſts in rearing and rigging. of it, 
ae(s of the ſhip and the uſe and comfort of it ina long and hard Seafare, is of 
a good conlcl- creat concernment; as a bad one fills with great. fears. A 
: Lood conſcience(which.is here. compared to the Ship) is a thing 


long in making, and colt much to make it good, The blred of 
Chrift ro purge it from dead Works, to ſerve the kving God, 
Heb.9.14. much pains and labor to keep it good, AQt.24.-16. 
Herein [ exerciſe my ſelf, «0x9 , ts have alwayes. a conſcience 
word of offence toward God, and toward men. And for the uſe 
of it in this*<<r Seafare,” where we -meet with. forms and 
pyrates,and ſhelves and rocks, &c.nothing more fafeand com- 
fortable then a good conſcience; good with the goodneſs of in- 
b Of rranguilir 
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25 : A good conſciente i a tontinnal feaſt, Ptov.15.15. And out 
Apoſtle who was (literally) in per5/5 by Sea,as well-asby land, 
2ZCor.11.26, and was'often tofſed with the tempeits of. perſe- 
cution, from the knowledge of the govane/5 of his ſhip, could 
fing in aſtorm(as if he had been in Noahs Ark)T bis is 0xer re« 
joycing,theT eſt imony of var conſcience,that in ſumplicity & gods 
ly fncerity not With fleſply Wiſdom,we have had our converſation 


5n The worid,2Cor.1.12.The Pfalmiſt fings it our, P/.119.165. - 


Great « the peace which they have , who love thy law , andue 
thing ſpall offend them :* or they ſhall have no tumbling blocks 
(as: the original bears it) Nothing ſhall offend them, is a 
wewns, Moreis meant then ſpoken ; they are much, peaſed, 
delighted, raviſved with the peace of a good conſcience + But 
who would venture to Sea in a torn; crackt weather-beaten 
ſhip , having neither $ai/s, nor Axchor, nor __ There 
15 no worſe be/fon earth-, then. an 5/1 conſcience, eſpecially in 


troublous and /zffering times.” Witneſs __ Fpira, &c. It. 


is reported of ſome that have'tun rhrough all the SeZs ro the 


yery Ranters, that they lye under the horrors ofhell,roarin 
and crying,there is no merey for then Feould wiſh they thee 


firſt /eadthem our of the way niight'bz /en/5b/cof this wrong... 


Have a care therefore of this Ship, that is of ſo great concerns 
ment. ' 


L- 


> 3+. The paſſenger or P:/2r-0f the ſhip, is of ſpecial conſide- 3. Tac worth 
ration, to, commend, yei command; the looking well to the of ;the paſſen« 
Ship, whois either ſav'd or loft with ir; Tfche Ship and Afer- ger the loul. 


chandize miſcarry, the perſox in it} isin danger of periſhing 
with them : He that is careleſs ofa good conſcience, doth not 
onely looſe his Merchandize,the Faith, bitt him/e1falſo, everi 
his own fol ; That's a dreadful place;2 Pet.2:1,3-Falſe reach- 
ers ſpall privily bring in damwable herefies, denyins the Lord 
that bought them (as ſome now do) and bring p11 themſelves 
ſwift lebraftion Whoſe judgement now of 'T long time lingreth 
uot -and their damnation flambyreth.not. In the next verſe tomy 
text, there are acouple-of Apoſtates, Himenrn and Alexan- 
der delivered unto Satan,. by a tenfure of excommunication, 
that they might /ear= not to blaſpbeme. The Church for want 
of a ſettled government , hath not how this power , _ 
B 2 | 
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docsit,jemmediately or mediately.; mediately by ſoine-[vſtr an 
ments of Satan. It's reported,/ and by: ſome conteſled, 
thar by- /arceries and potions, and ſuch bke Sarar hath 
really 3nd: atually had. poſſe/{on: of them: ;. ammediat 

God does «, by gang men .up ig their aWy /aſts 3 whic 
is worſe then if -delivered into the: aftual poſſeſſion of 
Sargs. Thar place ſpeaks the very, terrors of bell, ro men 
thathave put 4Way 4 good conſcience, - Theff.2.10,1 I,12. Be» 
cauſe they received wt the love of the 11wthe, that they might be 
favved:; for this cauſe Ged ſhalt [end; thens threvg deluſion", that 
ihe ſpend believe a tye', that all they, might he dawned, - who 
belicucd nat the truth, but bad pleaſnre ww unrighteouſneſs. 
Therefore for the paſſengers ſake , your own ſouls ſake, look 
well theſoip to keep a good comſciexce, loſe: one, and lofe 

| OLIN... | = 74 -- 
a The fad ew 7 The fad and lamentable examples of fipwracks, thatare 
amples of ſhip- before our eyes, and upon r ecord; goodly ſpips and richly 
wrackin o laden, that have miſcarryed in light of the- Haves. Here are 
thers, two, in.the next verſe, of whomis Himenca and Hexandey, 
and 2T 59,2: P hiletm and Demas, cap. 4 10. anciently. and 

thouſands more. upon our own:/ſbore , lye wreckt and broken 

to pieces.: who have not onely /þ/it the ſhip , a-good conſci- 

exce, but made ſaipwrack_ of the Faith, and are themſelves 

dro\pning in the Sea-of perdition,. if God be not the more 

- merciful to them; . Lettheſe be 45 a many Seamarks to us all, 
to.cry, Hold faith, and aboveall; if you will bold the Fairh, 

ver. and keep a good conſcience. But forme concern E 

\. To the Mi- 2. The 44inifters of God, who repreſent and fucceed 75- 
niſters of God. wathy in his office, as Pilots of the.Church. Ir concerns them 
| above others, to-hol/d Faith and 4 good conſcience together ; eſ- 
: preg to hold rhe /arrer, . if they intend to hold the former. 
ſhall propound but theſe conſiderations , to: perfivadetoir, 


very briefly. | Bn, | 
r. The hear: 1. How eafieathing it.is, for our hearts to decerveus, if 
is very deceit- nat diligently examined and obſerved; wemay ftrongly be- 
fal. | lieve we bave a good conſairnee when itis clean-otherwiſe. Pani 
umſelf ſometimes- was cheated by his own heart, 7 verily 
thowght with my ſelf, that Lenght to demany3hings, comrary 
| a. 
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tatbe Nawe of fi/us' of Nawareth, - Adtz2679; He:thought 
it. cav/cience, but it was perſecation 2 His ropſcievce was:muſe 
lead to maintain his o/d Way, -with perſecution of the profeſ - 
ſars-of the Gaſpel. Fbere i 4, way (layes Solomon) that [caps. 
 right-nto, 6. wan, but the end thereof ave the, wages of dearly, 
Prov.16.25. There:are many wayes, 'which may ſeera ro us, 
to.hethe wajes of Chriff, which arein a more general noti-: 
on, - the wayes:of Antichriſt. There may be colbwred cove-- | 
:nſneſs (as the Apokle calls it): or ſecret awbivion, pride, pour Theld x5, 
org at the heart, which may incline the judgenmenrito: 

ome: plauſible and: advantageous err9r; of thercimes. Look! So. 
well there to-our conſciences ,, there may lodge in them- ſome | 
deceivable /x/#, which may deceive our judgement into error. 
Mark how Pax! ſearches and lifts his heart': Fibe reſtimuny of 
cur con{rience. that ts frplietty, and y fuorricy,. wot With 
fiefaly:viſdam; but by rhe gauce' 'of Gotl , We have bail-ony cone 

w6rſation in the World , apd more_abundantty to you wards, 

2Cor. 12. Andagainchap:4-2- Having renounted the hididow 
hinge diſeoncſty, not walking in craftineſs, not handligg the | 

You of God deceitfully;' batby manifeſtation ofi the truth, comps. 

mending our {elver-te every mans confciencs invhe fight of God: 
That's one. '-. Was 5 & CARP. 

' 2. The Apoſtle giyes this charge to 7” imothy , not fo much2.They by 
asa Chriſtian or private man , as a-preavhor of rhe Goſpel z2315 20d place 
his place and parts called for more vigilance, to get. and ne phys 
a_gead conſcience: Great parts 'of lcarwjuy and” exvintuee; of yur, OW 
place (as 8 /caderin warfare, ora Pilot inSeatare);if the heart 

unſound, may enable: men to-do the more hurt, by pro-. 
pegating.by defending- and eolonring over: errars withaſhew 

truth.The greateſt Horevichs have been very /eayyed; ſbtile 
raenz: able to date their errors, 'and1{d'to fubvere the Funk: 
of.others. So we noted above, That the Heterodo Foanhors, 
viere acute 4;þaters, 1Tim.6.4;5. Afid elſewhere he fayes, 45 
Jannes aud: Jambres wizhſtood Moſes (by their itchantrments, 

- initating the micgcles of ſofter} fo do theſe ( ſtarters). refiſt- 
the euth, men of cornpe minds, roprebate conceviing nhefutrh, 
2-Iim 3.8. S$1190% erm: the opinion of this parts and: 
greatneſs, drew-multizudes of people after him, 4.8.9,10. 

Hence: 
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Hencerthe'Apaſtiegittes that.caution, Cul: 2. 8. *Beware leuſt 
abun w14n {pool yan," throngh Philojophy. and:vain dtceir;after the 
tgdttrons:of Ten! 49 IT - At £ 
3. They, if ga \oHnigftons:of all-Dthers:,. hadrneed to. look. to their . | 
bud anderring, hegnes andihegdr;obecauſeuti they: mifle gd 2cm/etves, they are 
may carry mi- abſe by cheit 1Amthirityandfevorwitthrehepeople)ro.miltead 
ay _ then any with cher into hell-They-ateccalled Grider, Lenders, P55 
as 42 lets. (as we faid at firſt)ifgbole mifearry,they carry with them 
'F thoyſadds into: deſtruction. {bheScribes.and Phariſeet, made: 
many. proſe-ytes,; making;them twofold more the children of: 
hell; on-chanilthies . Thoſe:two men. named after the;rexr, 
Hymeneus and Altxander, -asalſo, Philetws, 2 Tim. 2: 17, 18. 
who had made ſip Wrack of the Faith, Their word did tat like 
a.canker," ſaying, that the ri/urrettion was: pſt-already and” = | * 
verthrew the faith of ſome. + Thoſe Crerian ſeducers, ſubver+: 
ted, whele' houſes, Tt: 1, 142 The venerable: eſt&em' of many* 
ſeeming Saint-like-Heretizks'of -old,cartyed-many: thouſands 
with them into Hereſie. And ſo they do 'now, their folowers 
having their perſons in aamiration' for their ſeeming holineſs, 
haye gone after them blindfold )as not:thinking it poſſible; 
that ſuch prous men coul err; 0r: lead others:into errors. The 
leaders of my people cauſe them to err, and they that arelead of 
them are deſtroyed, was once 3 complaint,and may be our cau- 
' tion. The words are rendred by Tremelius, thus, Doftores 
| populi-mes, ſunt ſeduttores, T he leaders of my people are ſedg-' 
Tfa-9."'6. cers; Butin the Original, the words are\more-emphatical, 
T hey that bleſs my people are ſeducers,» and they that ate bleſſed 
by them, are deftroyed. They by their flatteries pronounced. 
the people blefedin their exronroms and deltroying wayes ;;; 
notwithſtandihg the threats of ruin to them; by the rrae Pro+' 
. phets of God ; and when they thought themlſelyes. bleſſed, in: 
| a bleſſed ſtate, they and their Prophets wefe /a/lowedup in 
' a common deſtruction. Wo to the ſeduced; but tiwice and 
twenty times wo to the'/educey; he that, brings in dammable 
errors to deceive and deſtroy others, he being upon himſelf 
' ſwift deſtruRtion. His fire ſhall be-ſoi1much batter in hell. 
as he hath more ds/cip/es after him,.as ſo many fagpors to in- 
cetiſe the flame: Let Idinifters then look well to the Faith,to 
| | | £2 keep 
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- 191, M Wefe Greas Shrpmeactofihe Faith, 
- keeprit ſour d ; ard ifthey will keep and told the Faithabove © 
al keeg ings; beep a grod conſcience 
1:03, Aworg of direQtien t6 all Me have Jones How we 4, Dire@ions 
\May-pre/c7.26 qur ſeſvgs from the Apeſtafe of the times, and wopreſerve 
... Prevent this common JoxpWrac of the*Farth.There are(as hath from this ſhip- 
. been hinted) three things, that do Ketray men into error, in Vrack. 
. theſe times, igorauce, pride, and hy pecrifie ; the contrary to 
theſe, are the prefervatives of the Paith; kecWedgs, bums, 
. ſwgerity , of cacha word, and but aword, 0 
--7.. Sound and Yell grounded knowledge of thetruth. Anig-. 
* norant-and unskillful P3/ot will eaſi]y'eudanger the ſhip. You em ot 
? | » 0 
heard before, who they are that are commoniy the prey of ſe- aol 5-1 
ducers, anlearned and wnſt able ſexls, ſayes Saint Peter. 2Per. "Hh 
. 16.: therefore #nſtablr, becauſe unlearned.' They are children 
| Ateys Pant) that are carr yed alvay.With cuery winde of deftrine, 
Eph.4. 14.-and ſimple women, thatare led captive by ſeducers, 
2T im.3.6. untangbt, unprincipled people; never catechized in 
the fundamentals of Religion. Hence that of the Apoſtle, Co/. 
:3-16:Let the wordof Chriſt dwell in Je# richly., inall wiſdune, 
- and Col. 2.2. He prayes for them, that: .their hearts may. be 
comforted (or ſtrengthened) unto albriches of the full aſſurance 
of nnderſtanding, to the acknowledgement mo myſtery of God, 
and of the Father and of Chriſt. | A'[uperficizl, notional kyow- 
-ledge,. wieaſily. ſhaken jz if muſt; be,7anegoreis ovik os. the fu 
by: Ot of underſtanding, that cames toarizokromiedgement 
'of 'the Myſtery of God, not the'hbyfory'only ; anignorantſout 
among ſedxcers,.is like a /rip at Sea,withour a $Kiltull Pilore.- 
-; 2; KeWleage alone, is not ſufficient, knowledge puffs xp, *.Store of Bal. 
fayes the Apoible, .1 Cor.8.1,, But chere muſt bg the Grace. 57 lat rrue hu- 
Humility 'as bailaftito poiſe thEſhips: It's pride'(yguiherre), 2?” 
That carries mercinto, error, pride of parts; ofiifts; 541 God 
reſiſts. the provd., . but gives gract"to the hrmble.- 'Themee 
.will he guid in judgement ,. the meek, will hs teaghyhis WA), Plat. 
25.9. It is not more ordinary then juſt with, God ,.co give 
proud men over to their ſelf-delnſions. He delights to b:fos! 
thoſe whoare w/e in their own eyes. They ſet their wi/dcm a- 
Aink Gods, and he ſets his widow againit them , and blinds - 
em. with their own wiſdome, Whatever parts, .or gifts or 
| | | abiluies - 


- SeePſal. 35.1% Pyoy/t4, 36; The high 'wayef 


Pew > Og OD A. 
Cer EC CEPICS 


gn a HCA ShipwYatt of the Faith. 

| © #bilites tnen have,” Tet thets labor the inore to be bumble and 
lyelow. He thatin ring Wizdlves on the ground, is 

 * "ſafe, whereas he thar foks Kaif upon th bonſe'top,- or ona 
* * Piwwdcle, is in danger to be blows down , 'and to break his 
neck.” In a word, a man of much browledge » without Hw- 

_ wility, islike a ſhip at Sea with fullHails, but withour ballaft ; 


vio g»ft of. wing ils ready to overtars it, or run itupon a 
"'rOC FAA aA RA" BE ad hot 8. SAI Nats >; VIOTNT 


'3. Aﬀronge _ 3+ Singerity is rhe Thief, chit ſecurer all; unrighteouſheſs of hearr(thacs 
Anchor, fiace--the* &ved cviſciente in the text) is like the -ighop co a ſhip, that Rayes ir 
rity. -, ina tom: So the Plalatilt prayed, Let aprighrneſs and- rnegrisy preſerve 
*c; Plat. 25.21; the reafon is added 5 - for I wats on chee. When the truch 

is.mnch obſcured by Hercticks , thac he cadnor (ce his way 3 there's a 

- promile, Vnte the guright reve arifetb ligh; in the darkneſs, Plal, 112.44 

"God hach' promiſed alt hi. ro the uprighe , they «re his delighc, 

'the wpright; 4 to depars from euil, hevhar 
Him ſhall he heepeth his way , preſervcth bis ſoul, Prov. 16.17. Hethat walketh in bis up-- 
teach in the yprightucſs, fearsth the Lord « -but be thas & perverſe in his wayes, diſpiſeth 
way that he bþjm, Prov, 14.2. And bow juſt is it with God, to deſpiſe chat man thar 
ſhall chooſe, * Feareth $0: God, buc is perverſe and bypecritical in his wayes > of all 
jen, God hirtvan hypdcyire, and will one-time or other uneaſe him. 

Hence ir is oblſervablezthat many: weake ar, fot knowledge , by: 

5 ſancereaad upright in heart, perſevere and ourftand all the errors of rhe 
times , when-many. of great knowledge, , and lextaing and parts, bir 

'open or ſecret bypecyites, do Afoſftate from rhe truth. Above all then 

get n puiere and wore a x to watkh-up to your knowledge ; rhac 

Will keep borh che Falth, and your (alves.-' I hall allude-ro rh Apoſties 

words, 160;ry; veſt ule. There are theſe three proſerugdives of the Fakb, 

knowledge, bumilizy, fin:orit), - bur the thiefelt of: theſe is oncority. - This 

is char good conſetence, in che text, madegool by ſound and ſaving FnW- 

ledge much berceced by bumility,and preſerved in both rhofe. by | . 

Lec "hs one of our prayer, 'Ob let my hrare be found - 7 thy Sta- 


cures, the 7'be tier aſhamed, Pia). t 19. vec{ $0; Arid Gbuh i wy wiycr 2wene 
ineted co heey thy Staturer ; then ſpall ! nes be «/ſhanted, when: 1 bave reſpeft 
i thy Commu mndements, ver{.5 ,6.And I. thall concluic with my pray- 
ro03 Do good, O Lord, 10 thoſe that are 200d, and is thent thi ape up - 
ht in their hearts. As for ſuch as turn afide nuto their crooked ayer, 
the Lord-will lead them forth whth the workers of iniquity, but yeute * ſhalt bo 
ves Iſrael, © Amen. EPS 
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